
 
 
A self-proclaimed late bloomer, Pascrell's career may be on the rise  

By STEVE KORNACKI 
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August 11 - It was the last week of last 
September and John F. Kerry had just formally 
announced his presidential candidacy on a 
battleship in South Carolina, but already the 
Massachusetts senator’s campaign was sinking 
like the Titanic. 
 
Polls showed Kerry barely registering in Iowa 
and falling 30 points behind Howard Dean in 
New Hampshire, and when pundits even deigned 
to mentioned Kerry it was to theorize about how 

his once-promising campaign had failed so miserably. 
 
So it was a little surprising when, that same week, Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-Paterson) 
decided to break ranks with most of his fellow New Jersey Democrats, who were 
uncommitted, and hop aboard the Kerry bandwagon. 
 
“People thought I was having a senior moment,” Pascrell recalled recently. 
 
Eleven months ago, he was one of just a handful of congressmen from outside of 
Massachusetts to side with Kerry, who somehow resuscitated his bid over the next 
few months and secured his party’s nomination. 
 
While Democrats in New Jersey and nationally were quick to line up behind Kerry 
once he emerged from the pack, Pascrell’s early loyalty has paid off for him. 

He says he’s in close contact with the campaign and speaks to Kerry regularly, and 
he’s also been busy on the campaign trail: A month after most key Garden State 
Democrats endorsed Dean, Pascrell braved arctic temperatures to stump for Kerry in 



New Hampshire. When Kerry was in Atlantic City for the AFL-CIO’s convention in 
June, it was Pascrell -- and not Gov. James E. McGreevey, who was also in 
attendance -- who was given the honor, and the congressman was also rewarded with 
a speaking role at the Democratic National Convention in Boston. 
 
“I enjoy working with him,” Pascrell said of Kerry. “I have a bigger role in his 
campaign than I had with Clinton.” 
 
Pascrell is running for re-election to what is probably a safe House seat this fall and he 
said he plans to do some national campaigning for Kerry.  Some of his comments in 
speeches and in recent interviews also suggest the Kerry campaign might be using 
Pascrell to attack President Bush in a more direct manner than the candidate himself 
can. 
 
“I think the campaign knows that I can deliver a message, and they’re utilizing me,” 
Pascrell explained, noting that he’s willing to serve as “one of the token Democrats” 
on the GOP-friendly Fox News Channel. 
 
“I don’t mind tangling with the opposition,” he said. 
 
So if Kerry wins  -- and Pascrell predicts he’ll do just that, “by three to five points” -- 
many think Pascrell will be up for a posting in the new administration. 
 
Given his ties to labor and the leading role he’s staked out on transportation and 
homeland security issues, he’d be a logical pick for a role in one of those areas.  He 
also cites foreign affairs as another field of expertise. 
 
“I’m flattered that people say that,” Pascrell said of the speculation.  “And I’d be lying 
if I told you it doesn’t make me feel great, because it does.  But that’s not something I 
can worry about right now,” he said. 
 
Of course, he may just be playing it safe: One of the surest ways to sink your chances 
of winning a post in any administration is to talk publicly about your aspirations.  
 
Even if Pascrell doesn’t parlay his campaign role into an administration job, the 
exposure and connections he will have made could be assets to his political career 
back in New Jersey. 
 
A former Paterson mayor and state Assemblyman who admits he didn’t reach 
“political maturity” until he secured that post in his early 50's, Pascrell has made no 
secret in the past of his dream of serving as governor. 



 
But at age 67, he’s running out of chances. McGreevey, it is assumed, will run again 
next year, meaning that unless Pascrell challenges him in a primary, he wouldn’t have 
a shot at the office until 2009 -- when he’d be 72. 
 
“I expect Jim McGreevey is going to run again and I know I’ll support him if he runs 
again,” Pascrell said.  “And if any circumstance changes, we can talk about those 
circumstances when they come up.” 
 
But the ambition is still there. 
 
“I haven’t given up on being the left fielder for the Yankees,” he said with a laugh.  “I 
have hopes of making it to the major leagues.  I’ve always tried to make the other 
person feel like they’re getting over on you a little.  If I have to pound my chest or 
toot my own horn, then I’m not worth the oath I take.” 
 
“Look, I’m 67 and I look at it very differently than I did maybe when I was 47,” he 
said.  “And I understand my limitations and my strengths.  And if you look at my 
career, I’ve always come from nowhere to win.” 
 
So in a state in which the junior United States Senator is 80-years-old, maybe it is 
unfair to say that being 72 in 2009 would preclude a Pascrell bid for governor. 
 
“I don’t know, I think I’ll feel even younger in ’09,” he said.  “Who knows what will 
come up in that time? Maybe I’ll want to go take the grandkids fishing.  But you 
know, the more I think about it, I’m not one to walk away from a fight.” 

Steve Kornacki can be reached at kornackinj@aol.com 
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