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A ruling by Superior Court Judge Kathleen Sheedy 
in April was a head scratcher:  she allowed three 
Republican candidates for Howell Township Council 
to retroactively combine the signatures on separate 
nominating petitions so that could reach the 50 each 
needed to get on the primary election ballot.  Two 
of the candidates didn’t have enough signatures on 
their own.  The ruling went against what campaign 
veterans had known for years – that for a petition to 
be valid, all the names had to be on it before it was 
signed.  This would be reversed on appeal for sure, 
most political observers believed.

The next part, well, you can’t make this up, even in 
New Jersey. 

Appellate Court Judge Hany Mawla quickly stayed 
Sheedy’s ruling, but then inexplicably backed off.  To 
determine whether candidates could be on the June 
ballot, Mawla set a briefing schedule that ended in 
August and the three-judge appellate panel didn’t 
get around to hearing the case until September 12, 
143 days after the appeal was filed.  Four days later, 
they ruled to uphold Sheedy’s decision – sort of.  
The judges essentially said Sheedy got it wrong but 
pounded a round peg onto a square hole by saying 
that all of the signatories had signed at least one 
of the petitions.  The matter was moot at that point 
since they had long passed the date when a do-over 
primary could be run.  
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