
FIRST COMPLAINT: 
Using taxpayer funded township website to publicly post employee Notice of Claim for an internal 
employee matter 
 
On the evening of July 11, 2018 Mayor Yaede had a post placed on the Hamilton Township website 
announcing that a Notice of Claim was filed against the three democrat council members by an employee 
of the animal shelter.  Notice of Claim basically stated that the comments and actions of the council 
members had led to a hostile work environment.  What I find to be not only incredibly inappropriate but 
unethical is the mayor using taxpayer funded township website to post a personnel issue against council 
by township employee. 
 
This is a case where she is taking a serious township issue and exploiting it on township website for her 
own political gains.  In her press release she outright accuses the democrats as using the animal shelter 
issue for a political ploy.  She stated in her release: “Council Members Martin, Carabelli and Tighe are 
using helpless shelter pets as their ‘political pawns’ and are personally attacking our 
compassionate animal shelter staff by calling them ‘killers of innocent animals.’  Their politically-
motivated accusations are absolutely reprehensible.  But yet she is using township website for her 
own attacks against council for what looks to be for political motives.  She has the access to post on the 
website, something council currently does not have.  She also posted the press release on her Facebook 
page. 
 
Upon my learning about the mayor’s post on the township website, I immediately reached out the 
township attorney, Lindsay Burbage.  I told Mr. Burbage that this post was completely inappropriate and 
he agreed.   The mayor was using a taxpayer funded township website to notify the public of a personnel 
matter and using it to make a political statement against council. 
 
 
 
I have never seen a mayor attack their own council members on taxpayer funded township website.  I’m 
not saying it has never happened, I personally haven’t seen it.  Every mayor I have spoken to in NJ that I 
know have said they were shocked by what Mayor Yaede chose to do.  To take an internal employee 
issue and turn it into a media spectacle is unprofessional and, in my opinion, completely unethical.  A 
mayor should govern themselves to a higher level of standards even if they do not agree with actions of 
the council. 
 
The animal investigation is a serious investigation.  Council decided to investigate the operations and 
finance of the center after serious concerns were brought to our attention.  As council that is our 
job.  Instead of working with council to address the concerns the mayor has taken a very hostile approach 
to the concerns over the animal shelter. 



 



 



 
 
SECOND COMPLAINT: 
Failure to Notify Council of Surprise State Inspection of the Animal Shelter while it is under 
investigation by the township council. 
 
On July 17th council was set to hold, at the regular council meeting, hearings into the operations and 
finances of the animal shelter.  The afternoon of the 17thcouncil received an email from a former 
employee making serious allegations about the animal shelter. Because of the nature of the allegations, 
council consulted with township attorney, Lindsay Burbage, who informed council that based on the 
allegations it would be prudent for us to hold off on the public hearing until an internal review can be 
done.  This position was seconded by the assistant township attorney, Bruce Darvas.  Hours later, 
Lindsay Burbage changed his position and advised us to move forward with the hearing.  In that email the 
Mayor and Business Administrator were copied when originally it was just council since it was a council 
matter. This put council in a confusing position because with the notice of claim already filed against three 
members, council wanted to make sure we were not putting ourselves nor the employees at the township 
in a legally compromising position.  A decision by council was made to postpone the hearing until we 
further researched the legal implications.  
 
What council was not aware of was on that on July 16 the animal shelter was raided by the 
State.  Council was made aware of raid when a news article came out on the evening of July 19th.  Mayor 
Yaede made a conscious decision to not notify council of the surprised State inspection while knowing 
that council is in the midst of an investigation over the operations and finances of the center.  
 
As an elected official, the actions of Mayor Yaede clearly demonstrate behavior and conduct that lack 
principal and moral standards.  She clearly failed to protect township employee rights and privacy by 
using taxpayer funded township website for her own personal public attack against council.  Failed to 
communicate to council about the surprise State inspection at the animal shelter with her knowing it is 
under council investigation.   
 


