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Thank you my good friends at the New Jersey PBA, President Pat Colligan, and Vice President 
Marc Kovar, for your remarkable leadership, and thanks to your 33,000 members, including all 
of you here this morning. Thank you for all you do to keep our families safe and to serve our 
communities. I am honored to have your support today just as I was honored to have your 
support two years ago.  I’ve been so proud to fight for law enforcement and for all our first 
responders in Congress.  
 
Two years ago, when we stood together in Paramus, there were scores of police officers with us. 
It was a show of support that not only meant the world to me, personally, but reinforced just how 
great the responsibility was of the job that laid ahead. That day I made a commitment to you that 
I would do everything in my power to look after the men and women in law enforcement – those 
who sacrifice day in and day out to protect our communities and keep our families safe. That I 
would make sure our cops and firefighters have the equipment, resources and training they need 
to do their jobs safely and effectively, for community policing, and in the fight against crime and 
terror – and that I would actively partner with towns and local police and fire departments to 
claw back federal resources for these critical needs.  I said then that we’d use every tool at our 
disposal, every arrow in our quiver, to prevent ISIS-inspired terrorists from attacking our 
communities.  
 
And, most importantly, I said then that I’d always get the backs of those who get ours every day.  
And, in this era, where too many people, including those in public life, have forgotten all that 
you do, the risks you take, and the respect you deserve, I stated that you would have a new 
champion in the halls of Congress.  
 
While there’s plenty left to do, I’ve worked hard every day, since then, to live up to those 
commitments – and I’m very proud of the work we’ve done and the progress we’ve made 
together.  I was proud that one of the first bills I supported, against the grain of my party, was the 
Thin Blue Line legislation.  And I’m very proud to be standing again with you today – as your 
Congressman, as a member of the Law Enforcement Caucus, and as one of two Democrats in all 
of Congress to have earned a perfect rating from the National Association of Police 
Organizations. I am honored to have your support today, just as I was honored and humbled to 
have your support two years ago. Few things make me prouder.  
 
When we talk about our first responders, it’s essential that we highlight the tremendous impact 
you make in our communities. Every day, you are on the front lines of some of the toughest, 
most urgent challenges we face in our towns and cities – whether it’s responding to an accident, 
like the awful tragedy involving the Teaneck family or tackling a criminal or the deadly opioid 
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epidemic or preventing gun violence in our schools or putting an end to the rise of anti-Semitic 
incidents and other hate crimes or cracking down on new and evolving threats like ISIS-inspired 
home grown terrorism.  
And you’re on the front lines. Through community policing, you’re partnering with residents to 
solve problems and prevent crimes before they can happen. 
 
As we all know, much of your work goes on behind the scenes so we can enjoy our beautiful and 
safe communities. Think of the dozens of foiled terrorist plots that may not have made the front 
pages of our newspapers, but have without a doubt saved countless lives. You quietly go about 
your jobs, even when being on call means being pulled away from your family at a moment’s 
notice to help one of our families. Or when you have to miss that baseball game, because you’re 
working the overnight shift.  We often don’t see the long hours of preparation and training that 
goes into making sure you’re ready to respond as quickly as possible to a drug overdose, a car 
accident, or a house fire. Or yes, even when a bear wanders out of the woods and decides to take 
a stroll through the neighborhood.  
 
But, as we saw in the aftermath of the tragic bus accident that took the lives of young Miranda 
Vargas and beloved teacher, Jennifer Williamson, both from here in Paramus, your preparation 
and training is invaluable – as first responders rushed to the scene to aid injured children, and 
comfort and connect families.   
 
Rest assured, we recognize and appreciate the hard work and the daily sacrifices that you put into 
your jobs.  
 
As many of you know, in Congress, I’m the Co-Chair of a group called the Problem Solvers 
Caucus. Our group is an equal number of Democrats and Republicans who meet each week and 
work together to develop bipartisan solutions on pressing issues – including keeping our nation 
safe. When I think about what it means to solve problems, I often think about, and am inspired 
by, the police and firefighters who solve problems every day in our communities, often in the 
most high risk, high stress situations imaginable – situations where politics never get in the way. 
 
With the safety and security of our families at stake, there’s no reason why those of us in 
Congress shouldn’t be able to work together to find common ground, too, on smart, sensible 
bipartisan legislation. 
 
That’s why I voted to strengthen our ability to combat the opioid crisis and keep dangerous drugs 
out of our communities by increasing the International Narcotics Control and Law Enforcement 
budget.  I also co-sponsored the bipartisan Stop the Importation and Trafficking of Synthetic 
Analogues Act to crack down on the rising sales of dangerous synthetic drugs. 
 
From the beginning, I’ve said that our Jersey Values must always come first – not partisan, 
national politics. That’s why I’ve been working closely with our Fifth District mayors from both 
sides of the aisle, and local police and fire departments, to claw back federal dollars and 
equipment – including fire trucks, generators, scopes, computers, and more – so that our first 
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responders can fight crime, put out fires and prevent terror – while also helping our towns reduce 
their property taxes.  
 
As we talked about a couple weeks ago with Sheriff Saudino, Mayor LaBarbiera and County 
Executive Tedesco – none of us could understand how two years ago, the Mayor couldn’t get his 
own Congressman at the time to advocate for the federal COPS grant they had applied for. So, 
when I got to Congress, I fought for those resources – and sure enough, we were able to 
announce right here in Paramus that five new police officers – all post 9/11 veterans – would be 
helping to make this town safer, while also helping lower taxes.  
 
I’m proud to say that two of my very first official events, in my first month in office, were to 
help our towns and first responders sign up for SAFER grants that provide life-saving equipment 
and training directly to local fire departments.  We’ve now increased our return to the district by 
700% – and CCTA grants to prepare for, prevent and respond to complex coordinated terrorist 
attacks.   
 
And back in March, we held a roundtable discussion in Newton with local law enforcement 
representatives to figure out our critical needs and find opportunities to bring back the resources 
and funding needed to address these pressing issues.  
 
So far, we’ve had remarkable success across the District, fighting back against the Moocher 
States. Already, by working together, we’ve clawed back 16 percent more than in recent years – 
that’s an extra $290 for every family in the District that helps us stay safe and lower taxes. 
 
One of the reasons why I’m fighting so hard to make sure you have equipment and training you 
need is that we’ve learned all too well here in North Jersey about the growing risk of ISIS-
inspired lone wolf terrorism.  In a recent security panel I hosted, the New Jersey Director of 
Homeland Security and local FBI office declared lone wolf terror their number one, most urgent 
threat to our communities.  
 
It was just about eight months ago when one such terrorist, filled with hate, turned a rented 
pickup truck into a weapon of terror, cutting short the lives of eight cyclists and runners along 
the Hudson River bike path, including Darren Drake of New Milford, just 32 years old.  
 
We live in an age where an extremist doesn’t need to go overseas to get their training, they can 
watch YouTube videos online from the comfort of their couch with step-by-step instructions on 
how to kill Americans. 
 
So what can we do to make sure we’re doing all we can to prevent other tragedies and keep our 
families safe? 
 
For one, our law our law enforcement must have the tools, information, training and authority 
they need to combat these new and evolving threats. If terrorists have adapted to using vans, cars 
or pickup trucks to attack our citizens, then we need to make sure you have the tools you need to 



 
 

4 
 

adapt too and stay a step ahead. If financing global terrorism activity has become easier, not 
harder, because of technology, as I’ve learned on the Terrorist and Illicit Financing 
Subcommittee, then we need to empower our law enforcement officials and financial institutions 
to be able to be able to investigate and prevent future attacks. 
 
That’s why I’ve introduced two critical bipartisan bills. First, the Darren Drake Combatting 21st 
Century Weapons of Terror Act, will require background checks on those who rent trucks, to 
stop lone wolf ISIS-inspired terrorists. Second, the Freezing Assets of Domestic Terrorists and 
Enemy Recruits Act – known as the FASTER Act –will seize the funds of homegrown terrorists. 
 
We can stamp out these threats and keep our families safe if we commit to giving our law 
enforcement – the people on the front lines – the resources you need.  
 
To me, that’s not a Democratic or Republican idea – it’s a good for America, good for New 
Jersey, good for our families and good for first responders, idea.  
 
Thank you again, Pat, and thank you to all PBA member for always getting our backs. It’s such 
an honor to have your support and to stand alongside you today. I look forward to working with 
you for years to come. We live in the greatest country in the world, and with you getting our 
backs, I know that our best days will always be ahead of us.  
 
Thank you, God bless you, and may God continue to bless our great state of New Jersey and the 
United States of America. 
 
 


