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Plaintiffs, 

Vs. 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

LAW DIVISION: UNION COUNTY 
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DOCKET NO.:UNN-L- -18
----

COMPLAINT &: JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiffs Jeffrey Stinner, Christopher Feighner, Amy 

Colineri, Richard Latargia, Thomas Norton and James Urban 

(hereinafter "Plaintiffs" collectively), by and through their 

attorneys, Sciarra & Catrambone, L.L.C., by way of the within 

Complaint, alleges and says as follows: 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. This is an action brought by Plaintiffs against their

employer, the Borough of Mountainside (hereinafter

"Defendant") Plaintiffs seek judgment of this Court



 

against Defendant for relief permitted under the New 

Jersey Law Against Discrimination, N.J.S.A. 10:5-1, et seq. 

PARTIES 

2. At all times relevant to the within Complaint, Plaintiff

Jeffrey Stinner is an employee of Defendant within the

meaning of the LAD.

3. At all times relevant to the within Complaint, Plaintiff

Christopher Feighner is an employee of Defendant within the 

meaning of the LAD. 

4. At all times relevant to the within Complaint, Plaintiff

Amy Colineri is an employee of Defendant within the meaning 

of the LAD. 

5. At all times relevant to the within Complaint, Plaintiff

Richard Latargia is an employee of Defendant within the

meaning of the LAD.

6. At all times relevant to the within Complaint, Plaintiff

Thomas Norton is an employee of Defendant within the

meaning of the LAD.

7. At all times relevant to the within Complaint, Plaintiff

James Urban is an employee of Defendant within the meaning

of the LAD.

8. Defendant Borough of Mountainside is a public entity 

located in Union County, State of New Jersey.
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A. 

9. John and Jane Doe(s) 1-10 and XYZ Corp. (s) 1-10 are 

fictitious parties. The fictitious individuals are being 

plead in the event that facts develop during the course of 

discovery that require the pleading of additional 

individual Defendants. 

JURISDICTION 

10. Jurisdiction is properly laid in this Court in that

Defendants are subject to personal jurisdiction in the 

State of New Jersey, the events giving rise to the 

Complaint occurred within the County of Union, and 

Defendant Mountainside is a public body and employer 

located in Union County. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

Background 

11. Mountainside has a small Police Department consisting

of 22 sworn law enforcement officers. 

12. James Debbie became Acting Chief of Police of 

Mountainside in or about March 1998. 

13. Thereafter, Debbie was the Chief of Police of 

Mountainside from in or about May 1998 until in or about 

August 2014 when he had to mandatorily retire as a Police 

Officer at age 65. 

3 



 

14. In or about 1998, the Borough of Mountainside hired

Debbie as a temporary Borough Administrator wherein he 

received a part-time stipend. 

15. In or about January 1, 1999, the Borough provided him

with the title of permanent part-time Administrator. At 

that time, Debbie started to receive salaries as both the 

Chief of Police and as an Administrator. 

16. Debbie held both titles for approximately 16 years

until his retirement as Chief. 

17. Debbie is currently the Mountainside Borough 

Administrator. 

18. The Borough Administrator is directly responsible to

the Borough Council for the proper and efficient running of 

the day-to-day business affairs of the Borough. 

19. Allan Attanasio is the current Chief of Police of

Mountainside. He was promoted to Acting Chief in or about 

August 2014. Thereafter, he was appointed permanent Chief 

in or about February 2015. 

20. Prior to that time, Attanasio was assigned to the 

Internal Affairs Unit from in or about January 2009 to in 

or about August 2014. 

21. Thomas Murphy is currently a Lieutenant which is the

second highest rank in the Police Department. He was 

promoted to Lieutenant in or about October 2014. 

4 



22. Andrew Huber is currently a Detective Sergeant in

charge of the Detective Bureau and he is in the Internal 

Affairs Unit. 

23. In or about 2013, Defendant promoted Huber 

Corporal. 

24. Huber was promoted to Sergeant in or about 2014.

to 

25. In or about August 2014, Huber replaced Attanasio as

an Internal Affairs officer. Huber has been an Internal 

Affairs officer for the Mountainside Police Department to 

the present. 

26. Huber had been the school resource officer for the

Mountainside School District for several years starting in 

or about 2001. 

27. Mayor Paul Mirabelli has been Mayor of Mountainside

since in or about 2009. He was a Councilman for the Borough 

prior to that time. 

28. Keith Turner has been a Mountainside Councilman for

almost 30 years. He has also been the Council President for 

more than a decade and the Police Commissioner for almost 

20 years. 

5 



B. 

 

Big Blue 

29. "Big Blue" is the name given to a large dildo that

Andrew Huber, who is now an Internal Affairs officer, would 

keep in his desk drawer at the Mountainside Police 

Department. Later, Huber would keep Big Blue in a filing 

cabinet at headquarters. 

30. In or about 2007 and 2008 while Plaintiff Stinner was

assigned to the Detective Bureau, Stinner would be 

subjected to Big Blue on an almost daily basis. Huber 

would waive around Big Blue, throw it within the Detective 

Bureau, and throw it at people walking past the Detective 

Bureau. 

31. Then-Chief James Debbie was aware of these incidents

but took no corrective action. 

32. In or about 2007 or 2008, Plaintiff Urban saw Big Blue

in a coffee mug. 

33. Upset with seeing Big Blue, Plaintiff Urban removed

the dildo from the mug and threw it in the garbage. 

34. Notwithstanding it being discarded, Big Blue 

reappeared after this incident. 

35. On or about April 25, 2012, Plaintiff Norton and 

another Mountainside Police Officer complained to a member 

of the Police Administration that Big Blue's presence 

within the workplace was inappropriate. 

6 



 

36. On this same date, an attorney provided a presentation

on sexual harassment. During this presentation, the 

attorney stated that sex toys have no place in the 

workplace and having same was 

termination. 

immediate grounds for 

3 7. When this part of the presentation took place, Huber 

stood up and left the room. 

38. Notwithstanding the foregoing presentation, the police

administration, including Debbie who was the Chief at the 

time and, simultaneously, the Borough Administrator, took 

no action. 

3 9. Over the course of his career, Plaintiff Norton has 

complained about other harassing, inappropriate and illegal 

conduct at the Police Department. 

40. As a result, Debbie and others have labeled Plaintiff

Norton as a malcontent. Further, Norton has been told he 

"has no sense of humor", he has to "lighten up", and he is 

"too serious", or words to that effect. 

41. On several occasions between 2009 and 2013, Plaintiff

Norton witnessed then-Chief of Police Debbie, who is also 

the Borough Business Administrator, refer to Big Blue, 

laugh about it, and not take any corrective action. 

42. In or about October or November 2014, there was a PBA

dinner dance. In full view of all in attendance including 
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now-Chief Attanasio and civilian residents in town, Muprhy 

brought a dildo, not believed to be Big Blue, to the dance. 

43. Murphy sat at a table with Chief Attanasio.

44. Murphy waived the dildo above his head and in guests'

faces. 

45. At one point that evening, the dildo was displayed

directly in front of Plaintiff Stinner's wife. In 

response, she turned around and walked away. 

46. After this incident, Plaintiff Stinner confronted 

Murphy in the shift commander's office. Plaintiff Stinner 

advised Murphy that the Lieutenant's actions were out of 

line and Stinner's wife was deeply offended. 

47. Murphy responded by stating that Plaintiff Stinner' s

wife was a "prude". 

48. Following the dinner dance, the PBA leadership also

complained about Murphy's conduct at the 2014 dinner dance 

and that it was inappropriate at a PBA meeting shortly 

thereafter. 

49. Murphy was belligerent about these complaints 

regarding his conduct at the PBA dinner dance. 

50. In or about 2015, a Police Lieutenant, angered by Sgt.

Huber's conduct, grabbed Big Blue and stated, "this shit 

doesn't belong here and it stops today", or words to that 

8 



 

effect. 

trash. 

The Police Lieutenant threw Big Blue into the 

51. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Big Blue once again 

reappeared in the shift commander's office. 

52. On a few occasions in 2015, Sgt. Huber threw Big Blue

at Plaintiff Feighner while he was eating at headquarters. 

53. On another occasion in 2015, Sgt. Huber slammed Big

Blue against the wall near Plaintiff Feighner's head. 

54. In or about 2015, Huber attacked a male dispatcher 

with Big Blue at police headquarters while Murphy filmed 

the incident. 

55. As Huber approached the male dispatcher, Murphy stated

to the male dispatcher in part, "I having something for 

you, and its blue", or words to that effect. 

56. As Huber stuck Big Blue in the male dispatcher's face

and hit him over the head with it, Murphy laughed and 

stated, "get him", "what's it smell like", "I hope it 

doesn't smell like what I think it smells like", or words 

to that effect. 

57. Plaintiff Urban was subjected to this incident.

58. On another day in or about 2015 or 2016, the male

dispatcher went into the backroom of police headquarters to 

get coffee. Murphy, Huber and Officer Michael Perrotta were 
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present and pinned the male dispatcher on to a table and 

began to tickle him. 

59. The male dispatcher was so distraught about the 

incident that he had to leave his shift early. 

60. Plaintiff Norton learned of the incident when Chief

Attanasio later told the story about what happened in 

Norton's presence. Attanasio laughed uncontrollably as he 

told the story. 

61. In or about May 2 016, the Mountainside Fire Chief,

Anthony Pecorelli, was in police headquarters. Pecorelli 

spoke with Det. Sgt. Huber about Big Blue. 

62. Det. Sgt. Huber then took out Big Blue and chased 

Pecorelli around headquarters with the dildo. 

63. While Det. Sgt. Huber chased Pecorelli with Big Blue,

Chief Attanasio shouted words of encouragement to Huber 

including, "get him" and "put it in his mouth", or words to 

that effect. 

64. Lt. Murphy recorded this incident.

65. Plaintiff Feighner was exposed to this incident.

66. In the fall of 2016, Chief Attansio and fire official

Gary Cantagallo were sitting in the back room of police 

headquarters. Plaintiff Norton and Plaintiff Urban were 

also present. 
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c. 

 

67. The current Fire Chief, Anthony Peccorelli, grabbed 

Big Blue and then he put on Lt. Murphy's raincoat. After 

buttoning up the raincoat, Peccorelli threaded Big Blue 

through one of the openings at crotch level. 

68. Peccorelli then walked over to Catigallo and began to

swing Big Blue in Catigallo's face. 

69. Chief Attanasio then shot a look at Pecorelli to stop

what he was doing because Plaintiff Norton was present. 

70. Chief Attanasio did not take corrective action.

71. Plaintiff Norton could hear Lt. Murphy down the hall

laughing about the incident. 

72. Plaintiff Norton and Plaintiff Urban were exposed to

this incident. 

The flashlight 

73. Murphy carries on his person a flashlight as part of

his daily work gear. 

74. Murphy had a practice of taking his flashlight and

ramming it into the anus area of other male officers while 

at police headquarters as those officers had their backs to 

Lt. Murphy. 

75. Murphy did this to Plaintiff Feighner on multiple

occasions from in or about 2013 through the period of time 

in 2016 when Officer Pasquale was suspended without pay. 
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This took place in either late September or early October 

2016. 

76. As a result of Lt. Murphy's assaults with his 

flashlight, Plaintiff Feighner would attempt to walk with 

his back against the wall when encountering Lt. Murphy in a 

hallway of the Police Department. 

77. Plaintiff Feighner witnessed Lt. Murphy attempt to 

shove his flashlight up the backside of other male officers 

including Plaintiff Urban and Plaintiff Latargia. 

78. On one occasion, Murphy hit Plaintiff Urban with the

flashlight so hard that it hurt for Urban to sit down. 

D. The gazer game

79. Lt. Murphy and Det. Sgt. Huber would play the "gazer"

game while on-duty and at police headquarters. 

80. Murphy and Huber would point down at their zipper in

front of a target officer. 

81. Once the target officer looked down at Lt. Murphy's

and Det. Sgt. Huber's zipper Huber or Murphy would yell out 

"gazer" insinuating that the target officer that was 

"gazing" was gay. 

82. On almost a daily basis from in or about 2014 through

late September or early October 2016, Murphy and Huber 

would harass Plaintiff Feighner with the gazer game. 
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159. Plaintiff Urban has requested that Lt. Murphy stop

doing this on multiple occasions but Murphy did not comply. 

160. Plaintiff Urban has felt that Murphy's "buzzing" of

him has placed him at risk of bodily harm. 

The videos 

161. In or about December 2012, Murphy sent out another

video to recipients including Plaintiff Stinner where 

Murphy was dressed as Santa Claus and he insulted 

individual members of the police department. At the end of 

this video, Murphy waived around a white dildo and he 

advised that Santa was giving the dildo to one of the 

officers as a Christmas present. 

162. There is a video of Murphy in his police uniform and

in headquarters stating that an officer was not corning in 

to work because his arm hurts. Murphy then simulates 

masturbation and fellatio with his arm until he pantomimes 

being ejaculated on in the eye. 

163. Murphy sent this video out as a form of harassment.

164. There is a video of Murphy showing off his pet goats.

In this video, Murphy refers to the fact that he never had 

a problem with his white goats until two white goats died 

and he replaced those goats with two black goats. During 

this video, Murphy joked that the goats gave him problems 

because they were black and he used the n-word. 
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