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Memorandum 
 
TO: CHAIRMEN STEINHARDT, SCANLAN & TRAIER 
 
FROM: CHAIRMAN PAUL DIGAETANO 
 
CC: ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY REPUBLICAN COUNTY CHAIRS  
 
DATE: APRIL 18, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: LONEGAN ANTI-CHRISTIAN & ANTI-LGBTQ STATEMENTS 
 
 First, I would like to congratulate Chairman Steinhardt for a very successful NJGOP 
Leadership Summit.  Your leadership has been noted by the entire state, and I wish for your 
success to continue.  I wholeheartedly agree that we need to rebrand.   
 

It has come to my attention that Steve Lonegan has called a fellow Republican a 
“Fundamentalist fa**ot piece of sh*t.”  I know that you all agree that these comments have no 
place in the Republican Party and do not represent our values.  In order to successfully rebrand, 
we must elect candidates that can win in November and do not conform to the media’s 
portrayal of Republican stereotypes.  We are a party which stands on principles, and we must 
not stray away from them.  

 
You may recall that Congressman Scott Garrett lost, in-large-part, due to a perceived 

anti-LGBTQ comment.  Although not true, the Democrats were successful in painting Garrett as 
someone who is intolerant.  This had an effect all the way down ticket.  We must not nominate 
someone who is on the record using offensive language that is anti-Christian and anti-LGBTQ.  
The Lonegan campaign did not deny that this statement was made, but rather tried to 
downplay the offensiveness of these comments.  Moreover, these comments were made at a 
recreation center in front of children.   
 
 I have been advised that these comments are on the radar of national media outlets. Of 
course, as chairmen it is not only our job to help candidates win elections, but it is our job and 
our responsibility to denounce statements which are outside the accepted norm of society and 
our Republican values.  With this in mind, we must remember that the 5th congressional 
district is targeted by the NRCC and that the NRCC is willing to help a viable candidate win in 
November.  All of these efforts put into rebranding are meaningless unless we denounce these 



comments and demand Lonegan’s withdrawal from the race.  It is incumbent upon us as a party 
not to allow this candidate to represent our party in the general election.   
 
 All of us must be on record denouncing this hurtful and offensive statement or all of 
your years of collective service as leaders will be forever smeared.  As a candidate Steve 
Lonegan is a dead man walking and a candidate who cannot win in November.  The Republican 
Party cannot afford to nominate another Roy Moore. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul DiGaetano 
 


