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NUTLEY, May 11, 2:45 PM -- The call from Carmen Orechio came 15 minutes ago.  He said 
to meet him at his headquarters, on Washington Avenue, near the Belleville line.  His seems to 
be the busiest headquarters, although the air-conditioning probably makes whoever stops by 
want to stick around.  Fred Scalera, a 36th District Democratic assemblyman who was elevated 
to the legislature last year thanks to Orechio’s backing, seems to be the take-charge guy in the 
office.  He’s working his cell phone, checking numbers, chatting up the other volunteers and 
offering fresh-baked cookies to everyone.  Orechio soon arrives, greets one of the women, and 
confers with Scalera.  Orechio tells his protégé about some of the problems poll workers have 
been reporting and tells him to get on it.  Scalera says he will.  The Orechio, a 77-year-old 
former state Senate President who has served as a Nutley commissioner since 1968, sits down 
with PoliticsNJ.com to talk shop. 
 
Q: After all these years of doing this, are you still excited on Election Day? 
A: I still enjoy serving.  Of course the excitement of the day…this is my 16th election.  But as, 
you know, the day moves on and you get closer to the closing of the polls, you know, and then 
the results and the excitement starts to become activated. 
 
Q; OK, so 15 elections before this.  Are you 15 for 15? 
A: I lost one.  My Assembly election in 1969 I guess it was. 
 
Q: And you won all the others? 
A: I won all the others. 
 
Q: How does this one feel today, is this a winner or a loser? 
A: Oh, I think we can win.  Sure.  Absolutely. 
 



Q: Is the real suspense about topping the ticket? 
A: Well you never know that part.  I never have anyway.  You just run for the office and 
hopefully to return to the department I’ve been heading for the last 24 years, the Department of 
Public Safety, 
 
Q; Why would somebody want to be a commissioner for 36 years? 
A: To tell you the truth, I enjoy it.  I enjoy the challenge of government.  It’s really a situation 
where you can’t run and hide.  We have this quadruple level of authority: executive, 
administrative, legislative and judicial.  And it really puts the ball in your court.  And I’ve just 
enjoyed the department I’ve been in 24 years like I said, and 12 years in the Health 
Department.  And I’ve lived here all my life and I just feel I should make a contribution to 
maintain the quality of life here in Nutley and I just feel I have this dedication and commitment 
and I can’t turn the other cheek and just quit at this point. 
 
Q: How do you think you’ll keep going? 
A: Oh, that’s debatable.  It depends on how I feel and so forth. 
 
Q: You feel good now? 
A: I feel real good. 
 
Q: One thing that’s interesting about your family is that when you were in the state Senate as a 
Democrat, your brother was a Republican in the legislature with you.  Were holidays a little 
tense? 

A: Basically, politics was left out of the mix.  We got along real well.  My mother was a great 
lady.  It did not affect us.  I have to tell you, during my legislative career, when my brother and I 
were running we never traded intelligence.  We never visited each other at the parties they’d 
have and so forth.  We played it straight, and I guess it’s kind of the reputation you garner over 
the years that makes you an attractive candidate. 
 
Q: Do you miss being part of the Trenton game? 
A: Not really.  Of course when I left, I retired voluntarily in ’91 when they redistricted us.  And 
at that point we were in Republican hands when we lost that election.  And being in the majority 
for 18 years…that’s a pretty, pretty dramatic change to be part of the minority.  So I wasn’t upset 
with that too much. 
 
Q: You dealt with a couple of governors during that time I guess. 
A: Yes.  Florio, and Governor Kean, they were there in my years as Senate President.  I thought 
he was a great governor, by the way, 
 
Q: Kean? 
A: Yeah.  Got along real well with him.  It never really got contentious.  I enjoyed him.  I think 
he did a good job. 
 
Q: A lot of people compare McGreevey and Florio.  Do you see a comparison there? 



A: Well with Florio, I’ll tell you: I was at one of those early meetings when the description came 
up about taxes.  And unfortunately, you know, the feeling was that if you propose a tax early on 
the public would forget it.  And I think that’s the fallacy in the philosophy and the judgment 
made at the time.  But I thought he was a good governor.  Very bright.  And unfortunately, you 
know, sometimes you can’t fund all the programs that you want, even though they involve caring 
for the disables and seniors and good education and so forth.  And, you know, you just have to 
do what’s affordable, and maybe we went a little too far. 
 
Q: It seems like a pretty elaborate operation you have here.  What does you Election Day 
operation look like? 
A:  Well today we make sure the polls are covered, we make sure we feed out people at the polls, 
and take care of any problems that come up.  Transportation requests will come through us.  It’s 
a pretty active place. 
 
Q: John Kelly’s giving out chocolates to his people.  Can you top that? 
A: Actually, we passed out pizza. (He confers with Scalera, who says the campaign gave out 
coffee and doughnuts in the morning and pizza for lunch).  You know, a hot day like today, they 
don’t want to be forgotten.  A lot of them are unsung heroes and unsung heroines that man these 
places, and it’s a great sacrifice that they make. 
 
Q: What would you do if you weren’t a commissioner? 
A: Oh, I’d find something to do.  There’s always something to do.  I have a place in Florida.  I 
could travel.  But I never would leave Nutley.  I’d never move.  I’ve lived here all my life.  Great 
community.  Great people.  We have folks coming back.  They move out of town because maybe 
their home is inadequate because of the size, and they come back.  We have several generations 
of families still residing in Nutley which to me is testimony to a good community, and one 
sought after.  I just think we have a great town. 

 


